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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston. Illinois 
August 22, 1985 
HARRY READ. Director of lnformatton and Publications (217) 581-2820 
Local, Area 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University will open for its 1985 
fall semester Monday, August 26, in what President Stan Rives describes as 
11 an atmosphere of real optimism about the institution's future ... 
Rives said the optimism is justified 11 because of Eastern's bedrock 
tradition of excellence." That feeling, he said, was enhanced earlier this year 
by the North Central Association's reaccreditation report which noted that "Eastern 
is accomplishing its mission and doing so with distinction." 
The Eastern president also said he was optimistic about a projected total 
enrollment of 10,400 students, including 9,800 students on campus. 
Central registration for fall will be held on August 26 and 27. Classes 
begin on August 28. 
No classes will be held Labor Day, September 2. The semester closes 
on December 21 with Commencement on December 15. 
Eastern's residence hall occupancy this fall will be again at 100-plus 
percent. Approximately one-half of EIU's undergraduate students live in campus 
residence halls. Installation of microcomputers in the halls this fall is expected 
to increase their popularity with students. 
Eastern's future financial picture is brighter than in past years, 
Rives said. The University will operate on a 1985-86 budget that is nearly 
10 percent more than last year. The Board of Governors recently approved a 
1986-87 budget that asks for better than a 21 percent increase. 
The president said this year's increase and the recommended increase 
for the following year recognize the serious underfunding of Eastern during recent 
years. 
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Rives, EIU 
Add 1 
Also ahead during this academic year, said Rives, are the possibility 
of planning funds for a College of Business facility from "Build Illinois•• 
funds and the completion of Eastern•s coal conversion project. 
Coal burning tests are tentatively scheduled for spring 1986. Completion 
of the $7.2 million project to add coal burning capacity is possible by July 1986, 
several months ahead of schedule. 
Adding to the brighter financial picture of Eastern is the promise of 
success in the Tenth Decade Campaign of the EIU Foundation. Its goal is to 
raise $5 million in the next five years. 
Pu~pose of the campaign, said Rives, "is to provide money beyond 
appropriated funds for the general advancement of Eastern." 
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